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Monday, June 21 – Wednesday, June 23, 2010 
Leftbank Annex |  101 N Weidler, Portland, OR 97227 

 

Featured Speakers and Workshop Leaders 
 

Deborah Brzoska 

Deb Brzoska is a national leader in arts education who presents professional development for 

teachers and teaching artists across the country on behalf of The John F. Kennedy Center for 

the Performing Arts. A former dancer and teacher, she was also the founding principal of the 

award winning arts-based public school in Vancouver, Washington. In addition to serving on the 

editorial board of the Teaching Artist Journal, Deb has written about arts education for The 

Kennedy Center, Chicago’s Project AIM, the Arts Education Partnership and The College 

Board. 

 
Tim DuRoche 

Tim DuRoche is the Director of Programs for the World Affairs Council of Oregon. Prior to that, 

he was the Community Programs Manager for Portland Center Stage, where he was 

responsible for innovative engagement strategies, public programs and community partnerships 

connecting sustainability, civic engagement, historic preservation and the arts. Tim’s writing 

about the arts, planning, urban history, and cultural policy have appeared in a number of 

publications, including Oregon Humanities, Willamette Week, The Oregonian and Metroscape. 

Very active in the nonprofit cultural affairs community, Tim is a board member of Coalition for 

Livable Future, a member of the State Commission on Civic Engagement, on the Multnomah 

County Cultural Coalition; on the Governing committee and chair of the Advocacy committee 

Right Brain Initiative; and a regular speaker for symposia, classes and guest lectures with civic, 

education and arts and cultural organizations. 

 

Michael Geisen  

National Teacher of the Year 2008, Michael Geisen has been helping students experience 

science at Crook County Middle School in Prineville, Oregon, for the past nine years.  After a 

year as a full-time spokesperson for education, he still teaches adolescents in rural Oregon, but 

now also teaches educators, policy-makers, and businesspeople around the world about high 

quality teaching and learning.  His creative and humorous approach has been widely acclaimed 

for helping people of all ages understand and apply big concepts in education and science. 
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Russell Granet  

Arts Education Resource (AER) founder Russell Granet is an internationally recognized leader 

with more than 20 years of experience in arts education. He draws on his background as an 

academic, artist, and teaching artist in his work with cultural institutions, nonprofits, and public 

and private schools to ensure that all students receive a sequential, quality arts education. 

Russell founded AER after a decade at The Center for Arts Education (CAE) - The NYC 

Annenberg Challenge, where he was Director of Professional Development. Prior to joining 

CAE, he was Director of Education at The American Place Theatre and a senior teaching artist 

at the Creative Arts Team. Since 1995 he has been on the faculty at New York University, 

where he developed and teaches the course Drama with Special Populations.   

 

Alice Kawazoe 

After varied and extensive academic preparation, Alice Kawazoe taught English, mathematics, 

science, art, and physical education for twenty-two years in public and private schools.  She 

then moved into administration as a high school principal, Director of Curriculum, and Associate 

Superintendent of Instruction and Assessment.  Currently she serves as a consultant to the 

California Academic Partnership Program, California State University, Office of the Chancellor, 

and the Stanford Research Network. 

 

Deborah Mata  

Deborah Mata has been a K-12 dance educator in the Vancouver School District for the past 

eighteen years.  She has also taught dance in colleges, private dance studios, and community 

centers bringing the joy of dance to a broad spectrum of learners.  Deb is a regular presenter at 

Washington State’s Artstime Conference and has also presented workshops for the Dance 

Educators Association of WA.  She has worked on design teams that created the Arts Essential 

Learnings and Classroom Based Assessments for the State of Washington. 

 

 

Carin Rosenberg 

Carin Rosenberg, Implementation Manager for The Right Brain Initiative, brings many years of 

arts education program administration as well as six years of elementary classroom teaching to 

her work at Young Audiences, which serves as the Implementation Partner for the Initiative. She 

lived for many years in Boston where she administered arts integration programming for arts 

organizations that brought the arts into the classroom, community centers and youth after-

school programs. Carin also taught anti-oppression courses to teachers and teachers-in-

training. She received a bachelor's from the University of Pennsylvania, a Master's in 

elementary education and creative arts in learning from Lesley University and a Master's in arts 

in education from Harvard University.  
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Suzanne Savell  

Suzanne Savell is originally from the Appalachian mountains of East Tennessee. Prior to 

moving to Portland, she worked at Appalshop, directing cultural arts education programs in the 

Appalachian region. A multidisciplinary scholar and artist, Suzanne has a background in 

traditional/roots music, storytelling, photography, literary arts, theatre and dance. Currently she 

works as an Arts Integration Facilitator for The Right Brain Initiative and spends her free time 

gardening and playing banjo. 

 

Kim Stafford 

Kim Stafford, founding director of the Northwest Writing Institute at Lewis & Clark College, is the 

author of a dozen books of poetry and prose. He holds a Ph.D. in medieval literature from the 

University of Oregon, and has worked as a printer, photographer, oral historian, editor, and 

visiting writer at a host of colleges and schools. Kim has received creative writing fellowships 

from the National Endowment for the Arts, a Governor's Arts Award, and a RACC Artist 

Fellowship.  

 

Natalie Serber 

Natalie Serber is a writer and educator with wide experience teaching writing to students from 

kindergarten through college as well as adults. In addition, she has facilitated workshops for 

populations that might not otherwise have access to writing in community.  She received her 

MFA in Creative Writing from Warren Wilson College.  Her work has appeared in numerous 

journals and she has been the recipient of the John Steinbeck Award for Fiction, the Tobias 

Wolf Fiction Award, and Short-listed for Best American Short Stories among other honors.  She 

has been a fellow at the Ragdale Foundation as well as the Fishtrap Writers Conference.  

Natalie co-directs the Teen Summer Art and Writing Camp in Portland, Oregon and is an Arts 

Integration Facilitator with The Right Brain Initiative. 

 

Marna Stalcup 

Marna Stalcup is the Program Manager for The Right Brain Initiative, a program of the Regional 

Arts & Culture Council (RACC). Her 30-year career in arts education includes public school and 

non-profit experience. At Portland's Jefferson High School she served as events manager and 

performing arts magnet program coordinator. In Washington State, she was part of the planning 

team and a founding faculty member of the Vancouver School of Arts and Academics, a grade 

6-12 public school where the arts connect with academic subjects in an interdisciplinary setting. 

Prior to joining RACC, Marna was managing director of local arts non-profit Caldera. She 

earned her bachelor’s degree in Textiles, Clothing and Art from the University of Washington 

and completed additional coursework at Portland State University in early childhood education. 
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Diane Syrcle 

In May 2010, Diane Syrcle was named Executive Director of Oregon Ballet Theatre.  Prior to her 

work at OBT, she served as the Executive Director of Portland Youth Philharmonic and Director 

of Education at Portland Opera, a position she held for seven years following a career as a 

professional opera singer.  Diane holds an MBA in Organizational Development from Marylhurst 

University, a Master's of Music in Vocal Performance from the University of North Texas and a 

Bachelor's of Music/Music Education from West Texas A&M University.   She chairs the Best 

Practices Task Force on the State of Oregon Leadership Council for K-12 Arts Education. In 

April 2010, she received a Young Audiences Sunburst Award for Arts Education Advocacy. 

 

Deb Vaughn 

Deb Vaughn is the Arts Education Coordinator for the Oregon Arts Commission.  She oversees 

the Commission’s Arts Education programs, including grants for Arts Learning and Poetry Out 

Loud. Prior to joining the commission, Deb worked as school services manager for Portland-

based Oregon Children's Theatre. A trained singer, actor and writer, she was a public school 

artist-in-residence through Phoenix ’s 21st Century Learning Grant. She has worked as a 

creative drama teacher in both Portland and Phoenix, Arizona, and served as the educational 

consultant for Sojourn Theatre's Freshman Initiative Project. She was a member of the Visioning 

Committee for the Right Brain Initiative and served on the executive team for Opera Theatre 

Oregon. She was honored with a 2009 Sunburst Award for exemplary commitment to the arts 

and culture in education. Deb holds a MFA in Theatre for Youth from Arizona State University 

and a BA in theatre from University of Portland.  

 

Dennie Palmer Wolf 

Dennie Palmer Wolf is a principal of WolfBrown, and also serves as Senior Scholar at the 

Annenberg Institute for School Reform at Brown University. She trained as a researcher at 

Harvard Project Zero, where she led studies on the early development of artistic and symbolic 

capacities. She directed Project PACE (Projects in Active Cultural Engagement) at the Harvard 

Graduate School of Education. More recently, Dennie has pioneered evaluation studies that 

build the capacities of organizations, funders, and the communities they serve. 

 

Kendra Yao  

Kendra Yao is Program Specialist for The Right Brain Initiative, focusing on program 

documentation and evaluation. She moved to Portland from Ohio in 2008 and joining staff of the 

Regional Arts & Culture Council in 2009. Kendra has created arts education opportunities for 

children and adults in classrooms, museums, theaters, and outdoor spaces since 2003. She 

earned her undergraduate degree in psychology, and has a Masters degree in art education 

from The Ohio State University. She brings four years of experience managing education 

programs at Wexner Center for the Arts, a multidisciplinary contemporary arts center in Ohio, 

and Museum of Contemporary Craft in Portland.  She has also enjoyed curating children’s film 

and performing arts festivals.  

 
 

 
   


